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power. We, as a Legislature, if we can persuade, individuals
within the Legislature can persuade 29 others to vote to
overr i d e a v e t o , t hen 30 v o t e s can ov er r i de t he G o v e r n o r ' s
action. It seems to me to be very unfair to have certain bills
because they are passed on a certain day be vetoed and yet come
back and we can override that veto because we have time. But
yet just as meritorious a bills get passed on the last day, o r
the last...the next to the last day, or so on, and because o f
the time limitations the Governor gets to veto them and they' re
not considered for overrides. That doesn't seem to me to be a
very effective way to govern, because the Governor certainly has
his or her prerogatives to veto measures. That ' s a gi v en f act .
T hat ' s one of the checks and balances that is built into our
system. The inequity occurs when just because of the timing of
the passage of certain billssome bi l l s w e c a n ove r r i d e , some
h i l l s w e c a n no t o v e rr i de , regardless of which policy merits are
associated with the bills. There are certainly some bills that
were vetoed last session. One that I had , I k n o w se v e r a l
o thers . . . ot h e r se na t or s h ave worked v er y h a r d t o p a s s a n d t he y
got passed late in the session, the veto comes, no ch an c e t o
overr i d e . Wh e r e as other bills that are p assed a few days
earlier or a week or so earlier, we were ab l e t o ove r r i d e . I t
just seems to me to be consistent, to be fair that we should
i mplement a r u l e l i ke t h i s w h e r eby a l l b i l l s t h at a r e vetoed
c ould be con si d e r e d by the Legislature for an override vote.
And then we could decide which ones we want to overr i de , wh i ch
ones w e d o n ot want to override. B u t at least those bills
should have consideration. As Senator Haberman said , wh e n a
bill passes with 40 or 43 v otes, i t's outrageous that the
Governor would be able to veto a bill with that kind of support
i n t h e L eg i sl a t u r e , and just because of procedural aspects the
bill does not become law because the Legislature doesn't have a
chance t o ove r r i d e the veto. S o I would urge that we put in
consideration a presumption that we would have a four or f i v e
day w a it i n g p er i od , that all bills that are vetoed would come
back to the Legislature, and that we could consider them at that
t ime. Th an k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . The g ent l em an f rom t h e 4 3r d
Legislative District, Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President and members, I would just repeat
what I said the other day is that with this rule ch a nge we ar e
l ock in g our se l v e s i nto an i n f l e xi b l e p os i t i on . We can a l r e ady
do what t h i s r u l e c al l s out . Anyone on this floor can stand up
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